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Functions of State and Society in Disputes over Temple Property in the
Qing Dynasty: A Case Study based on Files and Judgments

WU Xin
(History and Culture Department, Liaocheng University, Liancheng 252059, China)

Abstract: Many interests had stakes in buy and sell or rent-out of temple property, though it was sacred, over
which clergy had the right of management, patrons and local gentlemen had certain right to interfere its transfer
because of their donations or locality of the temple, and local officials had power to decided whether to expropriate
or to support a temple property according to morality. Contradictious and cooperative relations between state,
society and temple can be fully understood in the judgments of lawsuits concerned temple property. So is the
institutional factors balanced social stability.
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