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Change of River Course and Definition of Boundary: A Case Study of
Boundary
Disputes over beach land between Shanxi Province and Shaanxi
Province from the Qing Dynasty to the Republic of China

HU Yingze
(The Research Center for The Chinese Social History, Shanxi University, Taiyuan 030006, China)

Abstract: The Yellow River has been generally accepted as provincial boundary between Shanxi and
Shaanxi. Change of river course has caused boundary disputes over beach land. Ever since the Ming
Dynasty, course of the Yellow River from Longmen to Tongguan has changed so greatly that a piece of
beach land may be “on the east of the river for thirty years and on the west of it for another thirty years,”
as a Chinese saying goes, and that disputes over beach land has been a serious regional social issue.
The official solution for disputes over beach land cause by change of river course has been that the two
provinces share the concerned beach land equally instead of the river course. So the Yellow River has
a dual character of boundary and non-boundary in terms of space, which shows conceptual change of

boundary in the light of interaction of environment and society.

Keywords: The Ming and The Qing Dynasties; The Yellow River; Boundary Line; Concept
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