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Urban Economic Development and Landscape Change: A Case Study of
Sanyuan County, Shaanxi Province in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

ZHANG Ping
(Center for Historical Enviornment and Socil-Economic Development in Northwest China, Shaanxi
Normal University, Xi'an 710062, China)

Abstract: Based on Sanyuan county, Shaanxi Province, in the Ming and Qing dynasties, this article
explores the relation between feudal urban economic development and change of landscape in
traditional times in China and reveals human dwelling and ecoenvironmental changes caused by urban
economic development during that time. It also discusses conditions, institutions, levels of urban
economic development, economic function of cities and towns, landscape change caused by urban
economic development as well as optimization of urban ecoenvironment brought about by urban
landscape change.

Keywords: The Ming and Qing Dynasties; Sanyuan County in Shaanxi Province; Urban Economy;

Landscape Change
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