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“King of Beast”, Tiger Calamity and Ethics in the
South in the Ming and Qing Dynasties

HUANG Zhifan
(History Department, Nanchang University, Nanchang 300047, China)

Abstract: In ancient times, tiger had been recorded in the image of “King of Beasts in Chinese
historical accounts. Tiger was considered not only as a ferocious man-eaten animal but also a animal
with the super “intelligence” of dominating good and evil in the earth. The dual characters of Tiger had
direct impact on people’s understanding and protection of tiger calamity. Probably, the “Tiger calamity”
in Chinese history is not a “Tiger” one from a modern perspective but one explained in terms of ethics.
So in dealing with the tiger calamity, people often combined catching and killing with praying to gods.
Natural and collective combination of “Tiger Calamity” and ethics reveals the collective attitude toward a
natural calamity, which may be viewed as an “ecocrisis” in a modern society, in a traditional society. Itis
proved that effective coping with natural calamity depends on promotion of people’s ethics and
improvement of governmental policy

Keywords: Good Animal; Tiger Calamity; Ethics; Calamity; Attitude
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