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The Corresponding Articles of Two Kinds of Patterns on the Deer Stones
in Mongolia

PanLing
(Research center for Chinese frontier archaeology, Chanchun 130012, China >

Abstract: On the deer stones in Mongolia, of many patterns which depicted arms and tools, we can find
their corresponding material objects in archaeological remains. But the meaning of some simple shape
patterns on the deer stones are very difficult understood. According to the discoveries in the tombs from
Shang and Zhong periods to the Warring States period in the North China, we can infer that the small
rectangulars and trapezoids which were hung under belts or drew near belts on the deer stones depicted
grindstones hung under belts; the solid circles in the chest or belly places of deer stones depicted the
mirror shape ornaments or round shape plates which were hung or sewn on the clothes.

Keywords: Deer stone; Grindstone; Mirror shape ornament; Round shape plate
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