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The Brief Statement of Huizhou’s Pawn Operators in the Ming and Qing Dynasty

Fan Jinming  Xia Weizhong

Abstract: In the Ming and Qing Dynasty, Huizhou’ s pawn operators were very active and Hui’ pawns were all
over our country and they were almost the synonym of pawn stores. There were many Huizhou’ s pawn operators
and they acted widely. Furthermore, the situations that one person possessed several or dozens of pawn stores
and the capital of one store was abundant were outstanding. Hui’ s pawns often had the characteristics such as
the concentrated management fields, family management, adoption for generations, management of several
stores and so on. Moreover, the Hui” s pawns were usually operated after a certain wealth had been gathered in
the commercial action. Hui’s pawn had usurer’s capital and backward nature and brutality on one side, which was
the same as other pawn stores. However, the capital of Huizhou pawn stores often had an action of loan capital
and a close relationship with the economy of the countryside in the output area of silk cotton in Jiangsu and



Zhejiang province because Hui’ s pawns had larger quantity, bigger stores and lower interest than other merchant

factions.
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