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Ling Tingkan’s "The Investigation of Yan Music" and the Research of Ci Music

Bao Heng

Abstract: Ling Tingkan’ s book, which is called “The Investigation of Yan Music” has set a precedent of the
research on Ci Music. It has an important meaning in the history of Ci-learning research. This paper analyses
concretely the study on the quality and twenty-eight tunes of Yan Music in the book. The author points out that this
book includes three main achievements: Firstly, it has sorted out the quality and origin of Yan Music. Secondly, it
has clarified that Yan Music is a special system different from Chinese old music. So it would give rise to disorder if
we describe Yan Music with traditional tune theory. Thirdly, it has put Yan Music in order from the Song Dynasty to

the Yuan Dynasty attentively.
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