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Constitutional Transition and Government's Comparative Advantage of
the Developing Countries: The Case of Japan

Mang Jingshi

(Japan research institute; Center of Research on Comparative Economic Systems, Liaoning
University, Shenyang 110036 China)

Abstract: Based on a comparative analysis of constitutional transitions in the East and the West, this
paper discussed the process, characteristics, and consequences of the constitutional transition of
postwar Japan, and its effects on the formation of government's comparative advantage. During postwar
period, Japan had experienced large-scale constitutional transition. However, as a result of its
exogenous enforcement nature, it has turned out to be a bureaucratic pluralized state with authoritarian
tendency, in which the chronically alliance of political parties and bureaucracy led to a relatively
centralized political structure, and bureaucracy's control over the real political-economic process
emerged. Due to its insufficient “tripartite” political system and the higher cost of lawsuit of the



non-government sectors, Japanese government has stronger bargaining power than the governments of
the West European countries and the United States. This is reflected in the results of ex-post bargaining
after a law or policy was making. The practical carrier of this process, which consist of bureaucracy and
personified bureaucrats, manage to make the results consistent with government's preference by
making use of the relations between the decentralized functional departments within the government
and non-government interest groups. In this specific period of transforming from a developing country to
an industrialized economy, the Japanese government, with its stronger bargaining power, has greater
comparative advantage in coordinating its relations with enterprises and in facilitating economic
development than governments of the West European countries and the United States.

Key Words: constitutional transitions; bureaucratic pluralized state; government ‘s bargaining power
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SIRBREALSRIEHIFON, 1998: 2~3.

SE B T AT R R R b, 2R R ST 5 AR AT LS, R T AR TR, BT
W T — IS ARHE . I SE R BURFROEIE , B R STARIE, 7ERSRIER 1T T IR T R P AT
W, MO T—3EgE. SEFRMPIEE IR A T I RTARUE TT 34T 4 AT IE B AR B RSl ss . (O
AREE. &S, BEFIED, 1998: 8).

VAT T SR RS A B W B I 2y o I SR RO, SR R R AR T
W KBIGEIERT T, “ B AR, s L Ae e ok AR EREG, AR A R REH BRI A&N 7
(AT, Br/RK, 1987 253) seikiile “ RHA B it —RZ REGLIGZ 7, “REMERTIZIL”,
R EARAT B ZE RN ZE ( de R TR AL, FERAMEABL, IR E Sl i S . Bk Bz E & AT
BUR R BB E I, KEASES 7T, A REAT. EFESNRMIEL, H&EZET M= 51F
SERTE A 1% R R A G EZA Sehr b, WA R ARBLH R i S —FioB 74 5 B 728 35 g HE H AR
LGB . K KA MBS 2 EMtharse £ (EHRE=0E, 1988).

SR B IS M 2SR T v AR EEXE R RESRAEER. 4R EEXER. miEZ
FEXEFEAT TRy (FAEE, 1999). AR T %I 58 B3 4R 04 7 11 J2 BUR HLsk AT g
TS, REH KB ERETIC 58U S sk B et (T 78 45 TR FE BU S R AE— 2.

I LI “Z Itk ISR, 1EHARRIBUR 5L R d, H iRl o 1 BRI 25 LAk mT LU i AT
b b4 5 BURE PSR N PR RS T ) AR — PR (15 BAC IR T, i 2 5 BUA ST RE ML S
T 57 1A PR 5 s BORT OB Y SR TR s [, Ak B S (A5 B K SOk e e BRI 1 5 A H
CIEHA, —J7MHE A B RER A 1955 4 LCkSbs L —HAREHEFRIBUG; B — 7 M FBEA
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ARG (RIFIER, 1999),



8 1988 4F H Al vEM ] 5 BURF R S I LE TR 1.07%, Ti35[E % 3.59% (fhdE A, 1994). 1986 4 H
AT 23 BT 8 AT 13,161 N, AEBEA NI 9,294 A\ AH—% 4400, izt 360 AFaifs—4
RIS Sk 872 A TEE N 1486 A GRIR KA, 1990: 366); 1994 4F [ A{UH B E 2,852 A, “F-14F 43,745
NP A B —REE, M F, REGEE 29,864 A, T4 8,564 Ny —&iLE, HEKEF570
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HATIEE, 12%NEXBENMRER GF], 1997). TR T — A ABUME R 5B A O
ML ESHEERWLR.

BUF R R dT B A DR L E

1980 1985 1988 1989 1990
Ho A 8. 8 8.7 8.3 8. 1 7.9
% [ 16. 4 15. 3 15, 1 15. 1 15. 5
| 14. 6 15. 6 15. 5 15. 4 15. 2
B [E 21. 3 21. 7 20. 7 19. 5 19. 1
N 20. 0 22. 7 22. 9 22. 8 22. 6
RORA 15. 7 16. 8 17. 3 17. 4 17. 2

BRI SR, R (1997),
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— A DAEAR AT SR A AR AR () 2280, S SURAT A1 B 0 R0 KA 2B AN 7 TSR TT T 38 3
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