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Negative Individuality and Positive Individuality
——Mainstream Thinkers’ View of Individuality and Modernity on the May

Fourth

Gu Hong-liang

(philosophy department of east china normal university,shanghai ,200062)

Abstract: The view of individuality is not only a leading discourse that mainstream thinkers, such as
Chen Duxiu, Li Dazhao and Hu Shih, held in the May Fourth movement, but also one of important ideas
of China’s modernity. We define the view of individuality on the May Fourth in terms of negative and
positive dimension. The negative individuality means the resistance to the patriarchalism and the servility.

The positive individuality is associated with rationalism in epistemology and utilitarianism in ethics. The



view of individuality during the May Fourth reflects the progress of the consciousness of modernity in one
respect. The mainstream thinkers at that time analyzed several meanings of negative and positive
individuality, which deepen Chinese intellectuals’ recognition of modernity. Meanwhile, the disadvantages

in the view of individuality indicate difficulties in the growth of the consciousness of China’s Modernity.

Key words: Individuality, Modernity, the May Fourth, Reason, Utilitarianism, Optimism
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