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Assessment of College Students English Writing: Raters’ Evaluation and
Self-assessment

HAN Bao-cheng', ZHAO Peng?

(1. National Research Center for Foreign Language Education Beijing Foreign Studies University,
Beijing 100089, China; 2. Foreign Language Teaching Department Capital Normal University, Beijing,
100032, China.)

Abstract: This study aims to investigate the validity of non-native speaking EFL raters’ evaluation of
Chinese college students’ essays by comparing raters’ evaluation with students’ self-assessment. 12
non-English majors and 12 college English teachers were invited to take part in this study. The
quantitative and qualitative analyses of the collected data show that: 1. 12 raters tended to devote a lot
more attention to language use on students’ essays; while 12 students tended to devote more attention
to rhetoric and ideas and structure on their own essays, they paid comparatively equal amount of
attention to every aspect of their essays. 2. Students who got high/average/low scores showed different
decision-making behaviors when rating their essays; when rating essays with high/average/low scores,
12 raters also showed different trends in making decisions. 3. Trends in making decisions had
considerable influence on rating results. At the end of the paper, implications of the study for EFL writing
assessment in China were discussed.

Key words: self-assessment; rater’s evaluation
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