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Growing Through Teaching and Interactions: a Study of the Conditions
and Process of Teacher Development

ZHOU Yan, CAO Rong-ping, WANG Wen-feng

(National Research Center for Foreign Language Education Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing
100089, China)

Abstract: This paper explores the factors influencing teacher development in the process of an English
language teaching innovation in a university. The study reveals that an aspiration for success and a
competence in reflective thinking often lead to efforts for better teaching. High student expectations and
interactions among teachers in a supportive learning community serve as driving force for teachers to
develop themselves. The paper suggests that project-based communities of practice joined by teachers
of various experiences should be established to facilitate teacher development in practice.

Key words: teacher development; interactions; community of practice
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