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Anti-modernity of Huang Zongxi’'s “Tian Xia Zhi Fa (universal law)”

ZHANG Shiwei

Abstract: Huang Zongxi’s legal concept of “Tian Xia Zhi Fa (universal law)” is apparently anti-modern
either in terms of basic implication and way of realization or ruling principles. The legal concept of “Tian
Xia Zhi Fa” maintained and developed traditional Confucian legal concept, laid importance on its public
nature that law is “Wei Tian Xia (for the world)” and “Wei Wan Min (for all people)”. It thoroughly
inherited traditional Confucian concepts of “Liu Jing Zhi Fa (laws in the six books)” and “Xian Wang Zhi
Fa (laws of the former rulers)” and held that the foundation of ruling a nation is education of classics and
the essential outlet is enlightened ruler’s salvation.

Keywords: Tian Xia Zhi Fa (universal law); Liu Jing Zhi Fa (laws in the six books); Xian Wang Zhi Fa

(laws of the former rulers); Enlightened Ruler’s Salvation

HAS B #9: 2005-12-30
MHE B RIFE, BEGEFRESENEEEZ )T,

1



	黄宗羲“天下之法”的法理分析 

