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Origins and Evolutions of "Cults " in China
LIU Ping

Abstract: The term “cult” was often given to folk religions excluded by authorities, recognized religions

and mainstream society. In terms of evolving stages of main “cults” in Chinese history, the evolution can
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be divided roughly into seven periods: |. Taoism (from the late Han Dynasty to the Sui Dynasty); 1.
Buddhism (from the Northern and Southern dynasties to the Sui, the Tang, the Song and the Yuan
dynasties); lll. Manichaeism (the Five Dynasties, the Song and the Yuan dynasties); IV. White Lotus
Society (from the Southern Song Dynasty to the Ming Dynasty); V. Secret sects in the Ming and the
Qing dynasties; VI. Superstitious sects and secret societies (Huidaomen) in the late Qing Dynasty to
the Republic of China); VII. Superstitious sects and secret societies banned and suppressed in the early
period of P.R. China and then revived. This paper deals mainly with “cults” in the first five periods.

Keywords: Folk Religion; Secret Sects; Superstitious Sects and Secret Societies; Cult
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