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Relationship between Mongol Herders and Wolf as S een in Wolf Hunting
Custom: Based on Fieldwork Conducted in Arhorchin Banner, Inner
Mongolia

Namijilin Bold

(College of Mongolian Studies, Inner Mongolia University, Hohhot, Inner Mongolia)

Abstract:Wolf has disappeared in most parts of Inner Mongolia in recent years. Consequently traditional
custom of hunting wolf has vanished as well in the region. This paper, based on interviews with Nima, an
old former hunter in Arhorchin, ethnographically describes Mongolian culture in hunting wolf. The culture
included Mongolian feeling of worshiping wolf as sacred animal, and point of view of hunting wolf as
important means to balance ecology in Mongolian Plateau. The author thinks that eradication of traditional
custom of the hunting in 1950s was resulted in destruction of wildlife resource in today’s’ Inner Mongolia.
Especially it was one of direct reasons for extinction of wolf in the region.

Keywords: Hunting wolf, Hunting custom, Arhorchin
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