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Cultural Origins of the Conflict between Western Teaching Styles and

Chinese Learning Styles in Foreign Languages Education

Rao Zhenhui

(College of Foreign Languages, Jiangxi Normal University , Nanchang 330027, Jiangxi China)

Abstract: This paper, using an open-ended questionnaire, attempted to investigate the teaching styles

adopted by foreign teachers and the learning styles adopted by Chinese students. The findings of this study

indicate that there exists an apparent discrepancy between foreign teachers’ teaching styles and Chinese

students’ learning styles. The most significant differences lie in the fact that foreign teachers are equipped

with global, hands-on, intuitive-random and open teaching styles while Chinese students are equipped with



analytic, visual, concrete-sequential and closure-oriented learning styles. By analyzing the conflict between
Western teaching styles and Chinese learning styles, we find that the teaching styles adopted by foreign
teachers are closely associated with their “output-oriented learning culture” and “individual orientation
culture”, and that Chinese students’ learning styles are the product of their “input-oriented learning culture”
and “collectivist orientation culture”.

Key words: foreign teachers; Chinese students; learning styles; teaching; conflict; culture
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