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That Harry could be brought by you makes me so glad.

That you could bring Harry gladdens me so.

Your having been able to bring Harry makes me so glad.

| am so glad Harry’s being brought by you was possible.

The fact that Harry could be brought by you causes me to be so glad.

| am in a glad state because you could bring Harry.

Because of your having been able to bring Harry | am in a very high state of gladness.
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The Compensation Hypothesis and the Four Language Skills

WANG Chu-ming

(National Key Research Center for Linguistics and Applied Linguistics, Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies, Guangzhou 510420, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: The Compensation Hypothesis aims to explicate the mechanism involved in FL learning.
Proceeding from the truism that language use is context-dependent, the hypothesis emphasizes the
indispensable role of context in FL learning and attributes L1 transfer more to the mediating effect of L1
contextual knowledge than to a lack of L2 forms. This conception sheds light on the processes of

listening, reading, speaking and writing, and suggests ways to improve FL learning and teaching.

Key words: the Compensation Hypothesis; FL learning; listening, reading, speaking and writing;

contextual knowledge; the use of foreign language
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