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The Discourse of Confucian Modernity in He Lin’s Philosophy

GU Hong-liang
(Department of Philosophy and Institute of Modern Chinese Thought and Culture Research, East China
Normal University, Shanghai, 200062)

Abstract: He Lin put forward an issue of Confucian development in modern China, which can be
interpreted as the possibility of Confucian modernity. We will discuss mostly three correlative aspects:
whether, why and how is the Confucian modernity possible? He Lin answered the issue of whether
through three ways, criticism of Confucian ethics, revival of the non-Confucian schools and introduction
of West culture. He answered the issue of why in the light of his perspective of substance and function
(ti-yong) and the issue of how by means of two methods, criticism of Confucianism and cognition of West
civilization. Although He Lin develops the discourse of Confucian modernity based on his total reflection,
he still leaves some unsettled problems, for instance, the realistic possibility of Confucian modernity and
the hermeneutic ability of Confucianism, which show the problems in the movement of modern
Neo-Confucianism.

Keywords: Confucianism, possibility, modernity, substance and function (ti-yong), culture
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