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Confucian Revolution and Unification in the Early Han Dynasty
LI Dongjun

Abstract: The confrontation of Wangdao (rule by benevolence) and Badao (rule by force) was a focus of
Confucian political culture in the period of the Warring States. But in the school of Xun Zi (Hsun Tzu)
who held that “Wang Ba Bing Yong (use both Wangdao and Badao), the two converged so that rule by
benevolence and rule by law couldn’t be contradictory to each other and were integrated into Li
(propriety). Confucian Wangdao insisted on the Confucius’ revolutionary ideal of unification as a grand
task in which the followers had to use Bashu (force) to realize it. So, a new round of confrontation of
Wangdao and Badao occurred in the turn of the Qin and the Han dynasties in a historical context of
struggle for hegemony between Liu Bang and Xiang Yu, ending with Bawang (Xiang Yu the Conqueror)
cutting his own throat.

Keywords: Unification; Wangdao (rule by benevolence); Badao (rule by force); Confucian Revolution;
Wang Ba Bing Yong (use both Wangdao and Badao)
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