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Chinese Students, Officials and Gentlemen Returned from Japan
and Modernization in Chihli Province: 1900-1928

JIANG Pei

Abstract: This article discusses the important roles played by Chinese students, officials and gentlemen returned
from Japan in modernization of Chihli Province from 1900 to 1928. The roles of the returned people as a group in
modernization is analyzed in terms of what the students studied and what the visiting officials and gentlemen
interested in to throw light on the three points of institutional reform, technologic introduce and personnel training.
The author argues that Yuan Shih-kai the Governor of Chihli Provinces and others gave a critical push to the
modernization of Chihli Province by introducing Japanese experience in the late Qing Dynasty. In the early times
of the Republic of China, the Chihli provincial government continued the policy so that the Chihli Province led by
Tientsin and Peking stood out nationally in modernization. The Chihli government took efficient policies, not only
sending students to learn modern knowledge but also officials to Japan to have their minds changed, clearing away
obstacles caused by institutional reforms not in parallel with changing ideas. The model of Chihli is one of the
successful experiences of regional modernization in a latecomer country. It is argued that cultural and technical
exchanges with the outside world are necessary to modernization of China.

Keywords: Returned Students from Japan; Visiting Officials Returned from Japan; Chihli Province; Modernization
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