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Slanderous Prevalence and the Decline of the Tang Dynasty
YU Rubo, GAO Runhao

Abstract: The so-called “Kaiyuan Prosperity” in the reign of the Emperor Xuanzong is one of the most
flourishing ages not only in the Tang Dynasty but also in Chinese history. However, “Rebellion of An
Lushan and Shi Siming” broke out “unexpectedly” in such a peaceful time and turned out to be a turning
point of declining of the Tang Dynasty from its peak. Why and how it came about is approached from a
holistic perspective to explore why and how the slanderous prevalence was nourished and developed in
the late years of the reign of the Emperor Xuanzong and its modes of expression and negative impacts.
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Connections between slanderous prevalence and decline of the Tang Dynasty are revealed in order to

discuss how to root it out.

Key words: The Tang Dynasty; Decline; Slanderous Prevalence; Historical Research
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