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Errantries’ Image and Social Implications From
the Han to the Tang Dynasties

ZHU Yi

Abstract: Although errantries’ image didn’t change, their social implications changed greatly from the
Han to the Tang dynasties, In the Han Dynasty, errantry had usually functioned as a keeper of local
social order in civil life. Since the Wei and the Jin, errantries were more and more involved in politics
and culture. In the Sui and the Tang dynasties, some errantries took part in political struggles and
used their reputation as a steppingstone for promotion in officialdom. Thus, errant lifestyle was
pursued as being utilitarian and fashionable, that had their social implications changed and vulgarized.
Keywords: Errantry; Image; Social Implications
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