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Abstract: Although the typological study of the slender daggers was carried out long time ago, the idea is
widely accepted that to classify the periods based on the study is not so appropriate. However, the
typological study of the daggers, which are artifacts indicating the slender dagger culture, is necessary to
investigate the type transition and strengthen chronicle system. Attributes comprising the type are divided
into various categories. The stylistic study about weapons like the slender daggers should be centered on
technological attributes. According to manufacturing and usage processes the technological attributes of
the slender daggers can be divided into casting attributes and grinding attributes. In casting attributes, in
addition to the plane form of the part, the presence and length of the end of the dagger, the presence of
furrow for blood drainage and side groove belongs to this category. The formation degree of ground angles
and ridge line as well as the form of knot represent grinding attributes. In the formation period, a typical
mold for the slender daggers was made and grinding method had been improved in the first period of the
development, which could be regarded as the expansion process of the blade. In the second period of
development, where four kinds of new molds appeared, the body of the daggers became like a
straightened blade. In the fading period, a mold came into existence which has furrow for blood drainage
and whose body came look like more straightened blade as a result of side groove missing. Also a grinding
skill was introduced which grinds the whole body of the daggers at a time. The typological transition modes
of the slender daggers focused on those technological attributes mentioned above can be looked upon as
a process to enhance its function. In other words the process in which the capacity of the slender daggers
as weapons was continuously advanced was reflected upon the form. There are several facts that directly
or indirectly support the conclusion that the slender daggers were used as a weapon. First the results of
analyzing the constituents of the daggers that are clearly distinguished from the ceremonial ware testify the
fact. Second in general, social legitimacy should be secured in making a tool become a ceremonial ware.
Third, in China, till Han dynasty, a bronze ware excavated that have bronze fragments inserted in them.
Besides, the motivation causing the function of the dagger to be enhanced is believed to be closely related
with the social characteristic at the time when the tension and conflict relation was about to form.

Keywords: slender daggers, type, transition
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