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Reexamination on the Grammatical “Gender” of Khitan Small Script
—With Reference to the Dotted and Dotless Original Characters

WU Ying-Zhe
(Mongolian Studies College, Inner Mongolia University, Huhhot 010021, Inner Mongolia)

Abstract: The original characters of Khitan Small Script are divided into two parts, dotted and dotless. As to the pronunciation
and meaning of the numerals and Ten Celestial Stems, there are many different observations, some regard that they are
“common numbers”, some say that they are “honorific emphasis” while others think that they have “the same pronunciation and
meaning”. The author summarizes the conclusions of the previous studies, and explains the numerals and Ten Celestial Stems
from the angle of the grammatical “gender”. In his opinion, the dotted characters are used to modify words indicating male and
the dotless characters are used to qualify words indicating female, and the reign titles are also related to the grammatical
“gender”.

Key Words: Original Characters of Khitan Small Script, Dotted and Dotless, Grammatical Gender
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