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A Review of Research in the Origins
of Chinese Characters Before 20" Century

WANG Yuan-lu
(Center for the Study of Chinese Characters and Their Application, East China Normal University,
Shanghai 200062)

Abstract: The research in the origins of Chinese characters is based on the review and the summary of
the previous research from early dynasties to the end of 19" century considerable records show that
relevant explorations about origins of the Chinese characters are consistent. The preface to
Shuowenijiezi represent the mainstream attitude. More research is done in the structure of Chinese
characters than in the origins of Chinese characters .
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