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Minben (people are the foundation of a nation) and
Rule in General Social Consciousness

ZHANG Fentian

Abstract: Minben (people are the foundation of a nation) and rule in ancient China are inspected in the
light of general social consciousness to prove that “Yi Min Wei Ben (people are the foundation of a
nation)” is not only a common understanding but also a general political consciousness, even recognized
by most rulers who received Minben as a key concept and an essential idea. So Minben is not a
concept held particularly by a given class or stratum but a value consensus of the whole society.
Keywords: General Social Consciousness; Minben (people are the foundation of a nation); Ruling
Thought; Political Thought
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