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Lu Zuofu’s “Beibei Model” and Urban Changes
in Chongging in the 1920 -30s

ZHANG Jin

Abstract: This paper explores connections between Lu Zuofu's “Beibei Model” and urban changes in
Chongging in the 1920 — 30s from a socio-cultural and historical perspective based on archival
documents, local chronicles and mass media in order to provide an inland case for modern Chinese
urban history studies. First, it draws a real picture of changing urban life in Chongging, the largest
inland trading port in China in the 1920 — 30s, to show how this inland “little Shanghai” followed Shanghai
in a enclosed system of “military interfered government” that couldn’t resist the temptation of “Shanghai
Model” and that all the reforms done by the military interfered government were to enforce the garrison
area. Second, Lu Zuofu and his “Beibei Model” in practice were explored to reveal a different modern
life, “Beibei Model”, derived from “military interfered government” and “radiated” in Chongging to certain
extent as an important “window” of the enclosed area to the outside world. Third, Urban life in
Chongging at that time had a remarkable characteristics of transformation as a complex of new and old
elements in the trend that Lu’s “Beibei Model” was to replace the honorable “Little Shanghai” in
Chonggqing.

Keywords: Lu Zuofu; “Beibei Model”; Chongqing; Modern Chinese Urban History
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