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The Fictitious World under the Construction of
“the Magic Staff in Fairy-Tale”

—— An Interpretation of Tolstaya’s Postmodernist Short Story Fakir

ZHANG Jian-hua

(Russian College of Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: Fakir is a fictitious world constructed with “fairy-tale”. The “fairy-tale” narrated by Filin with his
enthusiasm of no cause, unrestricted contemplation and indefinable romanticism is a fun made of the
world order which is insipid, mediocre and too observant of conventional standards. He is reminding the
modern people who are becoming mundane to enjoy fancy, to dream in cities of chaotic colours. His
absurd stories about the history and reality of Russia are unable to shoulder the weight of politics and
history, but there deeply hidden in the stories the fun deliberately-poked at the classical Russian culture.
The antagonism and collision between urban civilization and the civilization in outskirts and wilderness
show that it is impossible for people living in centre and people in marginal areas to understand each
other. The two civilizations are both destined to incorporate the coexistence and inter-reliance between
misfortune and bliss. The work reveals the essence of love in postmodernist society: utilitarianism and
non-romanticism. The postmodernist love mode in modern civilization is a dose of sobriety offered to men
and women in love in actual life. This short story is a pampered imagination after the loss of beauty and
perplexity after the bitter experience of the soul. It is the doubt of a doubter, the pursuit of a pursuer, as
well as an expectation for a new structure of the world after the negation of the reality of disorder and
chaos.

Key words: Tolstaya; fairy-tale; urban civilization; civilization in outskirts and wilderness; love
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