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FANG Zhiyuan

Abstract: During the Ming and the Qing Dynasties, half of the national taxes on salt was collected from
the regions along the Huai River, in which two-thirds was collected from the legal trade region of Huai
Salt in Hunan, Hubei and Jiangxi. However, the sales of the official salt in that region merely covered
half of the demand, the rest was smuggled salt, including those from the adjoining areas and from this
very region. Smuggled salt enjoyed advantages of low price, high quality and easy procurement in
comparison with official salt due to its low costs in production, transportation and marketing.

Prevalence of smuggled salt caused overstocked official salt and forced the Ming and the Qing
governments introduced constant reforms to reduce price of official salt and promote its sale. To some
degree, salt tax represented a sum of various taxes because of the absence of a reasonable tax system,
especially an individual income tax policy. Both the Ming and the Qing governments did their best to
protect the monopoly of Huai Salt, which had been the main sources of income for both governments
and officials at all levels, but the price of official salt was still too high to compete with smuggled salt
which couldn’t be eliminated totally.

Keywords: In the Ming and the Qing Dynasties; Regions of Hunan, Hubei and Jiangxi; Legal Trade

Region of Huai Salt; Smuggled Salt
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