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Village and Village Head in the Tang Dynasty
GU Gengyou

Abstract: Aremarkable character distinguished the Tang Dynasty from previous dynasties was its direct
control on village. “Village” was formally recognized as an administrative unit in the 15" year of
Zhenguan. The government changed its control over village to some extent. Village head (Cunzheng),
was mainly responsible for public security. Village was different from Li in that village was mainly
administrated for public security while Li was in charge of household registration and tax and labor
collection for financial purpose. Village head and Li head functioned differently and were both
responsible to the county government.
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