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Political Philosophy and Educational Ideals of Liberty and Democracy

GU Su

(Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing, 210024)

Abstract: Political philosophy of liberty and democracy is one in western mainstreams. Based on some
perspectives of political philosophy of liberty and democracy, the article discusses some essential issues on
educational ideals. Liberty and democracy in a society must begin with classroom and family. Currently, some hot
educational issues in China always indicatively go against educational ideals of liberal and democratic spirits.
Educational innovations ultimately should be transformed into such an educational ideal of educational philosophy
and political philosophy as the most thorough understanding and institutional realization of liberty and democracy
themselves, which is the most essential. Therefore, the key of educational reforms and development lies in the
breakthrough and fulfillment of essential ideals. Education of liberty and democracy requests: creating an
environment where students can perform free communication and equal discuss, and emphasizing tolerance,
trusts and respects for students on the one hand; while endowing students with freedom of choice, obligating them
corresponding responsibilities and strict autonomy to their study on the other hand. Education of liberty and
democracy requires educators precede the times, begin with classroom and endow student with autonomy and
self-determination. The educators should hold an attitude of “forward progress”, and example themselves and
endeavor to gradually accomplish the goal of social progress through the education of youth.
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