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The Exploration of Defining Issue Test and the Structural Elements of Moral Mind

YANG Shao-gang, WU Hui-hong



(Moral Education Research Institute Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, 210097)

Abstract: Put forward by Leister, one student of Kohlberg, Defining Issue Test is one psychometric method applied
to study the development of moral judgment. Last three decades, the test has achieved many new progresses, one
important contribution of which is Four Elements Model Theory. The theory is profound analysis of structure of
human moral mind and has vitally significant inspirations to understanding human moral conducts. Form perspective
of history and theory, the article thoroughly analyzes the model, and discusses the valuable contributions and
shortcomings of the model by relating to Chinese reality. It is hoped to provide some referential ideas for our study of
moral psychology.
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