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Human Characters and Things in N. Gogol: A Re-Probe into the
Insightful Notion of Depicting Art of Things in Dead Souls

ZHAO Xiao-bin

(Harbin Normal University, Harbin 150080,China)

Abstract: Depicting art in literary works bears the artistic function of uncovering personality, expressing
a culture and constructing a plot. In Russian literature, judging from depicting art, hardly anybody
exceeds Gogol. He explores the bonds between human characters and things, and things and the soul.
It follows that a probe into depicting art of things is an important prerequisite to the understanding of
Dead Souls. This paper concentrates on the analysis of the character Plychikin, who has a close bearing
to things, discussing the figure in terms of symbolism of things and Gogol's depicting art in order to

further understand the insightful notion of Dead Souls.

Key words: thing; depicting things; the Soul; Plychikinian phenomenon; inner thought
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