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From Moral Relativism to the Core Values:

Psychological consideration on the Turning of School Moral Education

YANG Shaogang

(Institute of Moral Education, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 210097)

Abstract: The turning of the research direction from the school of value clarification in 1960s and 1970s
that advocated the moral relativism and moral education with pluralistic values to the character
education raised in 1990s up to now that promotes the establishment of the core values, reflects a new
recognition of the rules of moral education in the Western societies. How should we deal with the
relation between pluralism and centralization, and how should we recognize the relation between
personal values and the core values of human or the society. These are of not only theoretical
significance, but also practical significance for the raising of the effectiveness of school moral education.
The reflection on the turning of the Western moral education is helpful to the improvement of school

moral education in our country.

Key words: value clarification, moral relativism, character education, core values
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