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A Chronological Biography of Song Lian (1310-1381)

XU Yong-ming

(Research Center for Traditional Chinese Literature of Fudan University,shanghai 200433,China)

Abstract: Song Lian is a well-known historian and literary figure of the late Yuan and early Ming periods,
and his thought and works have had an important influence on later generations. Despite his key role in
history, it was not until the Jiaqing reign of the Qing dynasty that someone compiled a chronological
biography of his life. This is the Song Wenxiangong nianpu, compiled by Dai Dianjiang and Zhu Xingdi.
In the Republican period Sun Keng prepared a supplement with revisions. Following these works we
also have the modern scholar Mr. Chen Geman’s Song Lian jianpu and my mentor Mr. Xu Shuofang’s
Song Lian jianpu (these titles are part of Mingdai wenxue shi, to be published soon). The three
biographies mentioned above each has its strong point. yet all of them are overly simplified. This is
especially the case with Song Wenxiangong nianpu and Mr. Chen Geman’s Song Lian jianpu, both of
which failed to cite the Veritable Records of Ming Taizu (Ming Taizu shilu) and other traditional source
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works. This omission cannot but leave a feeling of regret. The present chronological biography draws
upon the fruits of the three biographies mentioned above, but supplements them in a major way. Without
a doubt, the present work will serve a reference purpose to help readers reach a new understanding of
Song Lian’s life and works.

Keywords: SongLian chronological biography literature history
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