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Political Philosophy and Civilizational Analysis: Preliminary Reflections

Johann P. Arnason
( School of the Social Sciences ,La Trobe University)

Abstract: Discussions of justice in an intercivilizational context are bound to raise more genral questions
about the relationship between political philosophy and comparative civilizational analysis. Contact between
these two fields of inquiry has, at crucial junctures in the history of Western thought,between closer than it is
now : this can be documented with reference to both Greek sources and early modern pioneers .But in
twentieth-century thought ,civilizational analysis and political philosophy have moved apart. ON the one hand,
the most influential civilizational analysts have done little to link their insights to problems inherited from the
tradition of political philosophy. On the other hand, the revival of political philosophy during the last three
decades has been almost exclusively inspired by Western ideas and experiences. A guideline to reflection on



unacknowledged or unexplored connections between the two universes of discourse can be found in Leo
Strauss’s definition of political philosophy as “the attempt to know both the nature of political things and the
right, or the good, political order. ” Different civilizational contexts are reflected in divergent definitions,
articulations and dynamics of the political sphere.
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