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Universalism and Critique of Ideology in Global Politics

Tong Shi-jun
(Institute of Modern Chinese Thought and Culture Studies, East China Normal University )

Abstract:Juergen Habermas’s criticism of the so-called “liberal nationalism” behind the National
Security Strategy USA is significantly parallel to his criticism of the basic theoretical design oh John
Rawls’s theory of justice, although the latter is supposed to belong in the same Kantian tysdition as
Habermas’s. The paper argues that there are three types of universalism involved here: the dialogue
universalism advocated by Habermas, the monologue universalism advocated by John Rawls, which
stands in between the former two. The paper then argues that unlike the classical Critical Theory, the
Habermasian version of Critical Theory seems to be engaged in a kind of critique of ideology which
aims not to expose the “false consciousness” or “reverted consciousness” covering particularistic
interests of particular groups, but to expose the “one-sides consciousness” or “fragmented
consciousness ” whose influence reaches across different groups. It is because of this that Habermas’s
attitude towards the Kosoco War in 1999, though seen to be an apology for it, is actually critical
somehow, and his attitude towards the Iraq War in 2003, though seen to be a condemning of it, could
also be read as a kind of justification.

Key words: liberal nationalism, false consciousness
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