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The Ethical Basis of Global Justice
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Abstract:In light of the perspective of John Rawls, this paper discusses the universal order of justice with
the concept of human rights as its core. It concerns with the following major questions: In the
contemporary world of cultural pluralism, on what conditions is the order of global justice possible?
Whether or not does the order need a common ethical basis? Why is it necessary to have conversations
among different civilizations besides the conversation on the issue of human rights?

The study begins with questioning how the law of people’s, with the justice and human rights as the
core, could apply to different societies, especially those non-liberal regimes, and how the law could
achieve its universality among nations with diversified cultural and historical traditions. According to
Rawls, the idea of justice could be linked to two different traditions of thoughts. One is based on the
secular concept of justice from liberalism. The other notion of justice takes the sacredness and virtue as
the highest values. In other words, the Western tradition of justice give the priority of the right over the
good while the other the good over the right.

The international consens, as articulated in The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and The
United Nations Charter, are on the issue of rights but not of the good. It is hence necessary for the
international society to have a minimal principle of ethic to consolidate the consensus on the issue of
human rights. The minimal principle of ethic is of course not possibly based on an agreement in terms of
values but it is possibly established, through conversations among the different cultures, on the ground of
mutual understanding and consensus on the issue of what is legitimate.

The event of September 11 has demonstrated the inseparably connection between the secular issues
and religious issues, between the just and the good. The problem of global justice could be solved
without dealing with the conflicts of civilizations or religions. It is therefore necessary to have the

conversation among different religions, cultures and civilizations.
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