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How is Democratic Peace Justified?

Wu Guanjun
(University of Melbourne, Department of East Asia, Australla )

Abstract: In On Justice John Rawls’s “justice as fairness’is limited as the principles of justice in a closed
community, and the nature of such a community is the referential consulation of “the western domestic
society”. Thus Rawls accordingly makes a series of amendments in the method of argumentation, which
affect the argumentation for “permanent peace”. Therefore, the paper reviews these amendments. On



the law of peoples, though Rawls identifies with Kantinism subjectively, Rawls confronts most austere
inner crises in his three works for the decline of the discourse of Kantinism, leading the job of the law of
peoples, demonstrating the possibility of the “permanent peace”(democratic peace) from the perspective
of “realistic Utopia”, ultimately corrupts. The influence of this corruption is on both the law of peoples and
the “justice as fairness” as the principles of justice in the closed community in Political Liberalism. On this
sense, “justice” and “peace”—what Rawls pursues all his life—exists serious confirmable crisis on
different extents.

Key words: justice as fairness; realistic Utopia; permanent peace
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