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The Event of SARS and Transformation of Chinese Society

Zheng Hang-sheng & Hong Da-yong
(Research Center for Sociological Theory and Methodology of Renmin University of China Beijing
100872)

Abstract: Far more than a common outburst of a new disease, SARS should be regarded as an
extraordinary incident according to the social responses it arouses. The incident demonstrates the
importance of a comprehensive social transformation and points out the new direction for it. The incident
also attests the health state, the vitality and the sound infrastructure of the present China society. It is
hopeful, therefore, to accelerate the social transition to a new, wholesome, sustaining modern society in
a background of this kind.

Key words: SARS; social transformation; new modernity
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