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“Liang An Bu Yan (silence in mourning)” and Monarchical Power
Transfer:
A New Approach to “Three-Year-Mourning”

YANG Hua
(History Department, Wuhan University, Hu Bei Province 430072, China )

Abstract: In ancient China, monarchical power transfer was directly related to the late monarch’s
obsequies. The so-called three-year- “silence”, i.e., the new monarch would keep silence for his first
three years on the pretext of putting on mourning for the late one, was nothing but a monarchical politics
to put the old officials under control and to take over the real power. This can be seen in the succeeding
ceremonies of many famous monarchs such as Gaozong of the Yin, King Wen of the Zhou, King Kang of
the Zhou, Wengong of the Jing, King Zhuang of the Chu, King Ling of the Chu, Wengong of the Teng and
King Xiang of the Liang and their former monarchs’ obsequies. It was Confucius who first introduced the
principle of “three-year-silence” into Confucian common obsequies, integrating the three-year-long long
mourning and elaborate funeral, personal cultivation of cautious speaking and behavior and monarchical
politics of pretending to be weak and silent. According to inscriptions on bamboo slips and silk,
“three-year-silence” was elaborated by Confucians, improved by other schools such as Daoism,
Legalism, School of Huangdi and Laozi, and finally turned into a recognized common practice.
Keywords: Liang An bu Yan (silence in mourning); Three-Year-Mourning; Monarchical Power Transfer;

Monarchical Politics
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