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On the Concept of Minben (people are the foundation of a nation)
in Tia Ping Jing (a book of peace)
ZHANG Hong

Abstract: As one of the early Taoist classics, Tai Ping Jing (a book of peace) contained clearly the
concept of “Yi Min Wei Ben” (people are the foundation of a nation), which implies that that concept was
not initiated only by a few Confucian thinkers and was accepted widely by all walks of life including
massive common people. The concept of Minben is explored in three levels: Li Jun Wei Min (a monarch
is selected for the people), Min Wei Guo Ben (people are the foundation of a nation), and Zheng Zai
Yang Min (government is established for the people) so as to prove that the concept doesn't have the
character of anti-despotism.

Keywords: Tai Ping Jing (a book of peace); Concept of Minben (people are the foundation of a nation);

Li Jun Wei Min (a monarch is selected for the people); Ruling Thought
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