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A Research on Memorial Ceremony at Clan Ancestral Hall in Ji’an Fu in
Jiangxi Province in the Ming Dynasty

CHANG Jianhua
(Center for Social History, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: Ever since the Tang and the Song dynasties, big clans of influential families established by
high officials assigned through the imperial civil examinations had developed in Ji'an, Jiangxi Province.
Those big clans attached importance on Confucianism and culture and built their clan ancestral halls to
offer sacrifices to their ancestors. Memorial ceremony at clan ancestral halls had been relatively well
developed and there were some general ancestral halls in Ji'an during the Yuan Dynasty. In the Ming
Dynasty, building of clan ancestral halls in Ji'an were started after the reign of the Emperor Yongle,
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accelerated in the reign of the Emperor Zhengde and slowed down at the end of the Ming Dynasty. At
that time, there was an evolution from family halls in the early times to the first ancestor’s halls in the
middle and late times, or in other words, from small clan halls in the early times to clan ancestral halls in
the middle and late times when general ancestral halls became common. Clan system was furthered
and matured in Ji'an in the Ming Dynasty when clan ancestral halls were built to offer sacrifices to
ancestors while many measures, including compiling genealogy, offering sacrifices at tomb, purchasing
land for sacrifice and establishing free private schools, were taken consciously in terms of institutional
“innovations” to integrate clan and to maintain local and clan social order. According to records of clan
halls written by Ji'an’s scholar-officials, how to build a clan ancestral hall and offer sacrifices in memorial
ceremony were discussed, focusing on issues like functions of clan ancestral hall, clan institutions,
memorial ceremonies for four parents and that for the first ancestor. Since the middle of the Ming
Dynasty, scholar-officials paid more attention to the function of clan ancestral hall to govern clan people
and emphasized on its functional diversification.

Keywords: The Ming Dynasty; Ji'an; Clan; Memorial Ceremony at Clan Ancestral Hall; General

Ancestral Hall
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