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On a Trans-regional Local Practice: Jiangnan Charitable
Institutions in North China

ZHU Hu

Abstract: Charitable institutions (Shanhui Shantang) have been generally regarded as one of the typical
local practices in local history in the consideration that local practices could function well only in certain
locality. But this assumption is challenged in the case that Jiangnan (south of the Yangtze river)
charitable institutions (Shanhui Shantang) were transplanted to Huabei (North China). Although those
charitable institutions were located in North China, they were established according to local genealogies
of Jiangnan instead of Huabei. The author introduces a new concept of “moving localism” which might
be helpful to broaden the space for local history studies.
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