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Some Explanations of the Mongolian Calendar, the Tibetan Calendar and
the Chinese Calendar

HUANG Ming-xin', SHEN Xiao-ting®

(China National Library, Beijing China 100081)

Abstract: There are direct or indirect relations among the three of the Mongolian calendar, theTibetan calendar
and the Chinese calendar. Here we take some factual problems forexamples to discuss theirs theories, methods
and one another’s influences and connectionsof the Mongolian calendar, the Tibetan calendar and the Chinese
calendar. The presentpaper discusses in five parts:1. The way of numbering years: (a) In respect of the record on
the finishing date of the Mongolian book < Precious Historical Compendium of Khans’ Origins>, Amtome Mstart
understood it to be the 59" year after the author’'s birth (1662). We consider, however, that Amtome Mstart
overlooked the gender of the words “killing-ti and kilintei (anger)”. The word “killing-ti” with suffix of masculine
gender ought to have meant the 59" year of the rab-vbyung of Time-cycle Calendar, equivalent to 1685 A.D. (b)
The record inscribed in < Precious Historical Compendium of Khans’ Origins > regarding Tibetan chieftain
Srong-btsan-gam-po’s birth year notes: “Since former uu rat year, 2750 years have elapsed till ding ox year.>.
We consider that the “uu rat year” should be the next year of 2134 B.C.-the ding hog year when Sakyamuni died,
which is confirmed by Saskya schism of Tibetan Buddhism. Hence, we get to know this ding ox year is 617
A.D.2. The way of numbering months: The question arises why the first month every year of the Tibetan almanac
is not designated the beginning, but the third of Hor (Mongol) months. In the paper it is indicated that it is because
a year of Time-cycle Calendar begins with vernal equinox and at that time when Time-cycle Calendar new
established its vernal equinox falls in the third month of the Hor month. In addition, we discuss the characteristics
and the reason for the appellation of Hor month and its relations to the Chinese calendar and the Indian Time-cycle
Calendar.3. The way of numbering days: There are two date records of symbolic animals in the Mongolian book
<Biography of Altan Khan>. They do not match the Earthly Branches of the Chinese calendar. It is, in our view,
because those dates are arranged according to the lunar days of Time-cycle Calendar.4. Introduction of the Time
Constitution Calendar: The Indian Time-cycle Calendar had already been introduced into Tibet in the 11" century.
However, the Chinese Time Constitution Calendar, which originated in astronomy of the 16" century Europe, had
not been rendered, through its Mongolian version, into Tibetan until the 18" century. It was then simplified by a
Mongolian lama of Beijing Yonghegong Temple and recorded in Tibetan. In this way it became the current Tibetan
Time Constitution Calendar.5. Some researches into the sources of the Chinese, Tibetan and Mongolian
calendars: Earlier Tibetan and Mongolian calendars may have been subject to influences of the Tujue calendar, as
evidenced by the fact that they had not adopted the mode of numbering years by the Heavenly Stems and Earthly
Branches, but by the 12 symbolic animals. The mode of numbering years by 12 symbolic animals in Tujue,
however, was also transmitted from Chinese regions. Likewise, the mode of arranging months by four seasons of

spring, summer, autumn and winter originated from the Chinese calendar.

Key word: Mongolian calendar; Tibetan calendar; Chinese calendar; discusses
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