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Beliefs of Village Temple and Horizontal Integration of Traditional
Communities

——Saocio-religionary Analysis on the Collective Folk Belief in Fujian

Gan Man-tang

(Research Center for Sociological Theory and Methodology of Renmin University of China Beijing
100872)

Abstract: Gens and the often overlooked village-temple belief form the two major integrating cords in the
conventional Fujian communities. Short of the inherent kindred exclusion of gens, the village-temple
belief plays more important a role than gens. Analysis on the notion of village-temple belief in Fujian
illustrates the collective attributes of this folk religion and the principal position it occupies in the folk
religion system--around the common belief in the deities of the village temple forms the spatial village
community. As gens is a diachronic integration institute, the village temple belief, a cord connecting
villages and families in the conventional community, plays as a contemporary spatial integration

institution.

Key words: village-temple belief; conventional communities; spatial integration institution
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