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On the “Examples ” in Chinese Society

Feng Shi-zheng

(Research Center for Sociological Theory and Methodology of Renmin University of China Beijing
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Abstract: The article is devoted to a preliminary analysis about the common practice of “ setting up
examples” in China. The writer believes that “setting up examples” is a strategy and technique for social
administration employed by political authority to enhance the mobilization, control and integration of
grass-roots society, under the circumstances of the dual system of “center-margin”. Therefore, examples
need to simultaneously play three roles of the respected, the beloved and the virtuous. To meet the
requirement of such roles, political authority is always inclined to model examples to certain degree. Due
to the highly centered political power, the relationship between examples and political authority will easily
transfer from comradeship to aegis.

Key words: examples; social govern; political sociology
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