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On the Problems in Categorical Logic

Yu Jun-wei

(Philosophy Department, Renmin University of China, Beijing,100872, China)

Abstract: That a syllogism includes exactly three terms should not be viewed as a rule of a syllogism but
a necessary condition for forming a syllogism. Undefined truth-values in the square of opposition cannot
be used as a simple proposition in hypothetical syllogisms vaguely. The existential import is needed only
when we make the following three kinds of inferences in categorical logic: conversion by limitation, the
syllogisms with existential conclusions and two universal premises, and the inferences of contrariety and
subcontrariety. The import is that the subject class is not empty. For convenience we can think the rule
on distribution is local. However we can view it universal when considering more factors.
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