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sense-accounts of all semantic primitives of L
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Abstract: A theory of meaning in Davidson’'s sense is an answer to the question, ‘How does the
determination of the truth-condition of an utterance of a sentence S of a natural language L depend upon
the contribution of S’'s components to it?’ Davidson claims that such a theory can take the form of a
Tarski-style theory of truth, which the paper intends to reject. My theses are, first, Davidson’s claim
ignores that Tarski’s theory has serious defections; second, it comprises the claim that the sense-account
of any possible semantic primitive of L can be constructed on the basis the sense-accounts of all present
semantic primitives of L provide, which is wrong (Roughly, the sense-account of a semantic primitive Q of
L is an account of any token of Q’s contribution to determining the truth-condition of an utterance of an L's

sentence of which it is a component).

Keywords: Theory of Meaning; the Content-determining Basis of an Empirical Belief; Categorical Belief;
the Content-determining Condition of an empirical Condition; Categorical Condition; the
Working-condition of Sentence’s Utterance; the lllocutionary-condition of Sentence’s Utterance; the
Compositionality of a Sentence
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