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RTA rules-making negotiation and China’s Strategy
Chen Jianguo

Abstract: RTA evolved in the process of world economy after the World War II, coupled with multilateral trade
liberalization. Thought non discrimination is deemed a fundamental principle for contracting parties in
implementing trade policies, GATT and GATS allowed the existence of RTA with reciprocity among some
parties which violating non discrimination as exception. At the same time, some requirements are listed
under GATT and GATS for RTA, also an examination mechanism in place, in order to preventing misuse of
rules on RTA. Due to the vagueness and unclearness in the WTO articles pertaining to RTA, the examination
on RTA by WTO has been retarded and on single RTA has been approved by WTO CTRA, resulting in
malfunction of CRTA.

The problems in rule of RTA are mainly represented in procedural and systematic aspects. The
clarification of those issues on RTA rules is important for China, a new member of WTO.

This article is arranged as followed: section 1 discusses the legal status of RTA in WTO; Section 2 and 5
talks about procedural issues and concrete suggestions; Section 3 and 4 focus on systematic issues and

summary in the last section.

Key Words: RTA WTO Rule-making
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