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On Meta and Basic Issues of Sociology
--Logic Structural Elements and Specific Historical Process of the Matter Concerning
Relation Between the Individual and Society

Zheng Hang-sheng Yang Min
(Research Center for Sociological Theory and Methodology of Renmin University of China Beijing
100872)

Abstract: The individual-society relation is the meta as well as basic issue of sociology, and its unfolding
constitutes the meta-level of sociological theory, which becomes the basic of sociological knowledge
system. Simultaneously, it is also a symbol demonstrating the “problem character” of modernity process,
formingthe perspective and method conducive to observing and studying modern society. Such an issue
illustrates a unique nature of sociology, i.e. the interweaving of the logic of knowledge and theory with the
route of history and reality, which is the essential division between sociological and philosophical
thinking. The individual and society present the way in which concrete sociological study can be
conducted, enabling sociology to establish a firm combination in information with modernity and thus to
describe and reflect on the unprecedented process of change in human history, in a magnificent but
detailed, broad but deep-going, and general but delicate way. Relation between the individual and society
in modern times is experiencing more profound changes, which endows this forward issue of sociology

with an epochal implication.

Key words : relation between the individual and society; meta-fact of sociology; meta-issue;
meta-theoretical level
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